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England's ship, Victory, of which we shall hear
more directly. The ship and cargo, valued at
twelve lakhs, were carried off, and the passengers
and crew put ashore at Malabar Hill.

A month later, Boone received intelligence of
a serious loss to the Company's trade from the
Madagascar pirates. On the 7th August, the
Greenwich, Captain Kirby, and the Cassandra,
Captain James Macrae, bringing the usual yearly
investment for Bombay and Surat, were in
Johanna roads, engaged in watering. At anchor,
near them, was an Ostend ship that had called for
the same purpose. A few days before, they had
received intelligence that a French pirate, Oliver
la Bouche,* had run on a reef off Mayotta, and
lost his ship, and was engaged in building a new
one. Thinking that the opportunity of catching
the pirates at a disadvantage should not be lost,
Macrae and Kirby agreed to go in search of them
and attack them. They had just completed their
arrangements when two strange sails hove in

* Tliis was Oliver Levasseur, otherwise La Buze of Calais, a
noted French pirate. By the English he was called La Bouche,
and, in one ship's log, Lepouse. On Woodes Rogers assuming the
governorship of the Bahamas, La Bouche and England sailed for
Madagascar.